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an empty fortress (27th April 1705). The guns had beeu
destroyed, the provisions burnt and everything of value
taken away by the fleeing garrison. The emperor affected
to be pleased by the fall of Wakinkera and renamed it
Rahman Baksh, or the gift of the Merciful One. But the
escape of Pirya Naik, following as it did the loss of Satara
Parali, Rajgad, Sinhgad, Torna and Panhala, for the cap-
ture of which he had sacrificed his grand army, preyed
on his mind. He fell seriously ill and for ten or twelve
days his life was despaired of. He recovered, but he knew
himself a beaten man. He had but one desire and that
was to withdraw safely his army and himself from the
country which he no longer hoped to conquer. (December
1706.)